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need a loan to buy something big like a car or a house. To do this, you'll
u’re too young to worry about your credit history?
d credit habits, the better. FOLLOW THESE TIPS:

] "‘ One day you’ll
" need a positive credit history. Think yo

Think again. The earlier you learn goo

LIMIT YOUR CREDIT.

BE SURE

TO PAY
, —

YOUR BILLS 4
ON TIME.

AVOID MINIMUM

PAYMENT
TEMPTATION.

AVOID EXCESS CREDIT
;IQ.L_APPLICATIONS.




WHY IS MY HISTORY IMPORTANT?

You will need a glowing credit history and score for a few things
you will probably want in the near or distant future:

Buying a vehicle. Getting a good financing
deal requires a good credit history.

Getting a cell phone. If your credit history is
poor, you may be denied a cell phone contract.

Renting an apartment. Many landlords use
credit reports to determine responsibility and to
see if you have too much debt to afford the rent.

m Getting a job. As with renting an apartment,
an employer will look at your credit report to see how responsible you are.

m Qualifying for low insurance rates. You won't be offered the lowest car
insurance premiums if you have a low credit score.

m Buying a home. Yes, one day you may want to buy your own home, and in
order to get the best interest rate on a mortgage, or even be able to get one
at all, you’ll need a great credit history.

Check your credit reports for accuracy at least annually. To access your annual

free reports you can contact: Annual Credit Report Request Service

Post your pic of inexpensive www.annualcreditreport.com - (877) 322-8228

summer fun and tag us-
youmightwinbig! [P
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BE VERY CAREFUL ABOUT
HOW AND WHEN YOU USE
YOUR CREDIT CARDS.
PREVENT THEFT BY:

We started a credit union Never lending your cards to anyone.

and created a community. Never leaving your cards or receipts lying around.

Visht slerments orlins st Always knowing your cards are in a safe place.

http://elementsofmoney.com/iucreditunion Not giving your account number over the phone unless
you know the company and you made the call.
Only shopping from secure websites. Look
for either a “lock” icon or for the URL to begin

ottt et with “https” rather than just “http.”

NCUA Never emailing account information.

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Destroying old receipts safely, such as by shredding.
fussnrge SI2SEEFES  aaRSEeMTCY Always checking receipts against your statements.
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